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XX  PREFACE 

bestowed  much  care  on  the  collation  and  translation  of 
the  text  of  the  Dumouriez  MS.  Their  thanks  are  also 
due  to  Colonel  E.  M.  Lloyd,  R.E.,  Dr.  G.  K.  Fortescue,  and 
Mr.  William  Carr,  for  valued  advice  and  help. 

The  general  story  of  the  "  Great  Terror "  which  filled 
the  minds  of  Englishmen  and  Englishwomen  between 
1796  and  1805  h^  been  told  in  its  broader  outlines  in 
Napoleon  and  the  Invasion  of  England^  published  last 
year,  and  of  which  a  second  edition  has  been  called  for. 
In  the  preface  of  that  book  it  was  stated  that  the 
Dumouriez  MS.  would  be  dealt  with  in  a  separate  work 
dealing  specially  with  a  later  phase  of  the  English  National 
Defence  against  the  threatened  invasion  of  the  kingdom 
by  Napoleon.  The  present  volume  fulfils  the  promise,  and 
at  the  same  time  embodies  the  results  of  much  further 
research  in  the  same  direction.  It  will  be  for  the  public 
to  judge  if  the  estimate  formed  by  the  writers  of  the  real 
position  of  Dumouriez  in  history,  differing  as  it  does  from 
that  generally  entertained  by  French  writers  on  the  sub- 
ject, is  or  is  not  justified  by  the  MS.  memoirs  and  letters 
which  now  see  the  light  for  the  first  time. 
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214  DUMOURIEZ 

effecting  the  same  purpose  must  be  mentioned  and  ex- 
plained. Between  the  autumn  of  1803  and  the  end  of 
1805  the  subject  engrossed  the  attention  alike  of  sovereign 
and  people.  Nobody  assuredly  spent  more  time  in  en- 
deavouring to  solve  the  much-discussed  problem  than 
King  George  III. 


304  DUMOURIEZ 

would  play  havoc  with  an  assembled  flotilla.  The  above 
sort  of  defence,  with  many  angles  and  cross-fires  over 
salt-marshes  capable  of  inundation,  extends  to  Lynn.  No 
flotilla  could  venture,  without  risking  total  loss,  to  enter 
the  narrow  Deeps  which  lead  into  this  port  if  the  buoys 
had  been  removed  betimes.  It  would  be  wrecked  on  the 
banks  and  remain  exposed  to  all  the  fires  of  the  coast,  the 
blockships,  gunboats,  and  frigates  sent  down  on  the  ebb.^ 

^  The  rest  of  Dumouriei;'  icheme  for  the  defence  of  NorfoUc  and  Snfiblk  is 
omitted,  as  containing  few  points  of  interest,  and  for  the  most  part  only 
emphasising  the  &cts  already  stated. 
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NORTHERN  SCOTLAND 

This  part  comprises  five  counties,  Caithness,  Sutherland, 
Ross,  Inverness  and  Argyle.  These  counties  are  really  of 
no  interest,  presenting  as  they  do  but  a  few  miserable 
valleys  bounded  by  pathless  uninhabited  mountains. 
There  are  a  few  points  on  the  coast  of  Caithness  where 
small  descents  might  be  made  to  sack  Wick  and  Thurso. 
Sutherland  is  even  less  open  to  invasion,  Ross  and  West 
Inverness-shire  require  but  little  detailed  defence,  and 
Argyllshire  is  practically  unapproachable.  As  to  the 
islands  in  the  North  and  West  of  Scotland,  they  require  at 
the  most  partial  defence  and  a  few  small  havens. 
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encouragingly  in  this  Note,  and  clenched  it  by  the  truly 
remarkable  prophecy  that  the  Emperor  would  speedily 
give  up  his  scheme  and  turn  his  l^ons  towards  Germany. 
The  old  general  obviously  must  have  kept  closely  in 
touch  with  the  politics  of  the  Continent,  and  he  knew  that 
the  recent  aggressions  of  Napoleon  (especially  his  annexa- 
tion of  the  Ligurian  or  Genoese  Republic)  had  made  a 
rupture  with  Austria  and  Russia  a  certainty  in  the  near 
future.  The  Emperor  afterwards  avowed  that  he  had 
kept  the  land  war  always  before  him  as  an  alternative, 
and  no  one  at  the  time  pointed  this  out  more  incisively 
than  Dumouriez  in  the  Note  now  for  the  first  time  pub- 
lished. It  forms  a  worthy  finale  to  the  comprehensive 
scheme  of  defence  for  the  nation  which  he  believed  to 
be  the  chief  bulwark  of  national  liberties  against  the 
rising  tide  of  imperial  aggression. 
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THE  first extaat  lett 
ton  belongs  to  tb 
duke  had  dinchn 
Vedrfts  campaign 
at  Fuentes  d'OOoro. 

'*iiLaici>TXiiPLj 

"  My  L/COD, 

'  I  have  wished  hHhert 
yott  from  yonr  great  and  g^ 
congratulations  on  your  impor 
,  I  only  saved  Portugid,  but  are  changing  the  character  of  tt 

i  I  war  and  the  fate  of  the  Peninsula.    England,  fatherlan 

!  and  Europe  are  indebted  to  you  for  forming  a  Fortngue: 

army  worthy  of  being  led  by  you  to  victory  and  by  i 
example  r^enerating  the  Spanish  army  which  distil 
guished  itself  at  Albuera  under  your  worthy  secon< 
General  Beresford.*  I  hope  that  by  your  great  actioi 
you  will  succeed   in  conquering  the  prejudices  of  tl 

*  Dnmonriec  cuuiot  hare  beatd  fiill  detiil*  of  Albaen,  whae  t 
SpMiiudi  did  lut  diitiDguUh  themielTM  and  Berafoid'*  ditpontioiii  wi 
bulry.  Bereifbid,  howevet,  wm  chiefly  ceipoiitible  ht  the  ucelknt  tnint 
of  the  PoitugucK  troopa. 
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no  reply ;  and  this  silence  of  his  sovereign  severed  another 
link  which  had  connected  him  with  France. 

Nevertheless  Dumouriez  evinced  the  greatest  eagerness 
for  his  restoration,  as  will  appear  from  the  contents  of  the 
following  chapter. 
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ma^itude  and  versatility ;  they  have  also  sought  carefully 
to  analyse  the  motives  which  actuated  him  at  the  crisis 
of  his  career;  and,  finally,  they  have  called  attention  to 
the  generosity  and  wisdom  of  his  aims  alike  for  France 
and  for  Humanity  at  large. 
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either  as  to  their  preservation  or  publication. 
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